
Foreword

Global climate change is one of the key common concerns of the international community, which would have

significant impacts not only on the global environment and ecosystem but also on many other social-economic

domains of production, consumption and life-style of the human society. The United Nations Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC, hereinafter referred to as the Convention) clearly stipulates that all parties to the

Convention, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and

respective capabilities, should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of

mankind, and the developed countries should take the lead in addressing climate change and its adverse impacts.

The Convention also requires all Parties to submit national inventories of anthropogenic emissions by sources and

removals by sinks of greenhouse gases, and develop, implement and publish the national program, which include

measures to mitigate and adapt to climate change, promote the development and application of technologies for the

mitigation and prevention of the anthropogenic emission of greenhouse gases, enhance the sinks of greenhouse

gases, develop program to adapt to climate change and promote information exchange on climate change and

measures to cope with it as well as education and training and raise the public awareness to climate change.

In accordance with the Convention, each party has the obligation to submit its national communication on climate

change, including the national inventories of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks, the

overall description of the measures taken or envisaged for the implementation of the Convention as well as other

information that the party considers suitable to submit. The Chinese government attaches great importance to the

international obligation. In accordance with the Guidelines for the Preparation of Initial National Communications by

Parties Not Included in Annex I to the Convention, China has completed, by consulting officials and experts from

relevant government departments, social organizations, scientific research institutions, universities and enterprises,



and with 3 years of efforts by over 400 experts from more than 100 organizations, the Initial National Communication

on Climate Change of the People’s Republic of China. The report was approved by the State Council after it was

discussed and adopted by the National Coordination Committee on Climate Change.

This report covers national circumstances, national greenhouse gas inventory, impacts of climate change and

adaptation, policies and measures related to climate change mitigation, research and systematic observation, education,

training and public awareness, and needs for funds, technologies and capacity building, basically reflecting China’s

national situation. In accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention, the report provides a 1994 national

greenhouse gas inventory in Chapter 2, and general descriptions in other chapters on China’s situation of years up

to 2000, with some up to 2003. The contents and nationwide data in this report do not cover that of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region, the Macao Special Administrative Region and Taiwan Province except for division of

administrative areas, territory and other points as specified. Finally, it should be noted that this English text sued

only as reference for international community. The original of this Communication is Chinese.

Global climate change is the common challenge of the human society. China is ready to join the international

community in addressing climate change under the framework of sustainable development. Chinese government’s

approval of the Kyoto Protocol has fully demonstrated China’s willingness and determination to actively participate

in promoting international environmental cooperation for global sustainable development. China will honor its

commitments as it has under the convention, and hope that the international community will give full consideration

to the need of funds and technologies stated in the report so as to further strengthen the capacity and capability of

China in addressing global climate change.


